Family History
Lexington’s Hanes Farms is steeped with history. Phil Hanes, the man behind it all, hasn’t
always owned this land, but he has lived on it for most of his life. The youngest of several
siblings, he inherited the house and eleven acres of land from his parents, who had inherited
the land from his grandparents. His parents grew produce in the ‘70s and would load up their
dump truck and sell their extra wood and greens in Winston-Salem. The family strayed away
from farming for a while, but eventually one of his brothers retired and grew sweet corn and
tomatoes that he sold from his home right next door to Phil’s. Phil revived the farm once he
retired from his highway maintenance job a few years ago, and he bought sixteen acres from
his cousin to expand his land. Even though Phil has over two dozen acres of land for his farm,
he says the produce does not take more than five or six acres, which means he has plenty
more room to spare -- so what does he do with it all?

The Goods
Though his produce takes only a few acres, Phil
maximizes the land with a variety of fruits and
vegetables. A running list of the things he grows
includes blueberries, melons, tomatoes,
potatoes, squash, cucumbers, beets, onions,
lettuce, peppers, sweet corn, and even
sunflowers.

With the extra space he
has, it turns out Phil
does more than grow
vegetables and fruit -he bought cows as well,
and now he has over 30
heads of cattle, mostly
black but some brown.
He does not raise them
for their meat, instead
raising them and
eventually selling them
if he feels the need.
Cows are not the only
animals that live on the
farm, though.

Two donkeys accompany the cows towards
the back pastures of the farm. Phil also
raises roosters as well as chickens which
provide him with farm fresh eggs that he
sells at the market. Gentle farm cats can be
found roaming around to keep pests away.

Fruits of Labor
Despite this vast array of produce he maintains, Phil mostly works the land alone except for some help
from his nephew next door every now and then. Taking care of the farm and its products is a delicate
balance, as there are many pests,
pathogens, animals, and types of weather that pose a threat to the crops’ wellbeing. So why does he
put so much work into his farm? Put simply, Phil states, “I like to see stuff grow.”

__________________________________________________________________________________

Come see Phil and his fresh produce at the Village Farmers Market most Saturday mornings from 8:30
a.m. to 12 p.m. as well as at the Mocksville Farmers Market on Wednesday afternoons from 3 p.m. to 6
p.m.!

